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AND SOCIAL INTERACTION AS A PRIORITY  
IN	SHAPING	MODERN	UNIVERSITY	FACILITIES




S t r e s z c z e n i e
Współczesne	uniwersytety	 to	nowoczesne	obiekty,	w	których	znajdują	 się	nowe	 funkcje	umożliwiające	
interakcje	 społeczne,	 sprzyjające	m.in.	 edukacji	 przez	 kontakty	 nieformalne,	współpracy	 interdyscypli-
narnej	itp.
Słowa kluczowe: obiekty uniwersyteckie, środowisko pracy, przestrzenie społeczne, aspekty technologiczne
A b s t r a c t
Present	day	universities	are	modern	buildings	accommodating	new	functions,	facilitating	social	interactions,	
supporting	learning	by	means	of	informal	contacts	and		promoting	interdisciplinary	cooperation	etc.




of	 tertiary	 education.	 The	 changes	 were	 initiated	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 20th	 century	 when	





activities,	 cooperation	 with	 external	 partners,	 new	 objectives	 and	 tasks	 set	 for	 tertiary	
education	(continuous	learning),	 technical	and	technological	advancement,	 including	IT,	
IBS	and	BMS	implementation.	
2. A modern university. Changes in higher education and their impact  
on the new quality of university facilities
There	 have	 been	 significant	 changes	 in	 the	 Polish	 education	 system	 following	 the	






and	 teaching	methods,	 introducing	new	manners	of	 learning	and	offering	new	supporting	
tools.	 Present-day	 scientific	 activity	 requires	 interdisciplinary	 research	 and	 teaching	 has	
become	more	practical	than	theoretical,	enforcing	new	relations	and	interactions	occurring	
in	 the	 space	 of	 university	 facilities	 and	 adopting	 a	 fresh	 approach	 towards	 shaping	 their	













the	 level	 of	 knowledge	 and	 education	 by	 exchange	 of	 ideas [5,	 6].	Hence,	 the	 chief	 role	




(IBS)	 customized	 to	 the	 needs	 of	 a	 given	 organization,	 standard	 of	 technical	 equipment,	




3. Technical and technological factors determining the new quality  
of work in university facilities
Recently	 erected	 university	 facilities	 in	 Poland	 ar+e	 examples	 of	 providing	 good	
quality	standards2.	After	numerous	modernization	schemes	of	older	university	buildings,	
new	facilities	have	been	constructed,	offering	good	quality	and	 functional	comfort.	The	
author’s	 studies	carried	out	 at	 several	new	and	older	university	 facilities	 and	university	
space3	 indicate	 that	 the	new	 facilities	 enable	 faster	development	of	 the	 already	existing	
universities	by	providing	additional	space	and	new	functions,	and	highlighting	the	prestige	
of	a	given	university.	The	respondents	who	are	not	professionally	involved	in	architecture	
and	 other	 related	 fields	 have	 an	 intuitive	 impression	 that	 the	 new	 buildings	 are	 better,	
more	 attractive	 and	 positively	 contribute	 to	 the	 image	 of	 the	 university	 (above	 80%	of	
the	respondents4).	Aesthetics	and	prestige	are	important	in	the	face	of	competition	among	
universities	however,	the	crucial	aspects	seem	to	be	spatial	flexibility	of	the	new	facilities	
and	 availability	 of	 equipment,	 securing	 better	work	 conditions	 for	 several	 years.	These	
features	 supported	 by	 IT,	 enable	 decent	 work	 conditions	 and	 good	 results.	 This	 does	




and	 spatial	 solutions	 of	 classrooms,	 offices	 and	 multi-functional	 public	 space	 secure	
good	quality	of	work	and	social	space	(Ill.	1,	2).	The	building	is	also	advanced	in	terms	
of	 intelligent	 systems.	While	 considering	 IBS	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 comfort	 of	 work,	 the	

















Unfortunately,	 users	 are	 not	 always	 offered	 the	 option	 of	 adjusting	 the	microclimate	 in	
modern	university	buildings.	














































4. New types of space and new role of old functions 
Recently,	traditional	lecture	rooms	are	becoming	less	important	than	generally	accessible	










University	 halls	 and	 corridors	 are	 crowded	 by	 students	 who	 consciously	 occupy	 this	
“students’	 space”	 for	 gatherings,	meetings,	 resting,	waiting	 for	 classes,	 learning,	working	













a	 cafeteria	and	exhibition	 foyer.	The	hall	 is	 adjacent	 to	 two	exterior	pre-entrance	 squares	
designed	as	a	meeting	and	resting	place	for	the	academic	environment.
5. University offices and didactic rooms. Demand for creating efficient workplace  
for the teaching and research staff and students
The	 approach	 to	 university	 office	 design	 has	 also	 changed,	 but	 it	 is	 difficult	 to	 give	









to	 the	 findings	 of	 the	 studies	 on	 the	 academic	 staff	 value,	 the	 following	 aspects	 of	 their	
working	 environment	were	 noted:	 opportunities	 for	 formal	 and	 informal	 communication,	
privacy	of	work	that	requires	concentration,	acoustic	insulation	securing	the	confidentiality	
of	conversation,	visual	privacy,	high	quality	of	 the	work	environment,	proper	heating	and	
ventilation,	 high	 aesthetic	 appeal,	 modern	 interior	 arrangement,	 comfortable	 furniture,	












Modern	 lecture	 rooms,	 classrooms	 and	 seminar	 rooms	 have	 a	 certain	 flexibility	 of	
arrangement.	On	the	bases	of	a	common	module,	rooms	are	designed	to	enable	free	space	
arrangement	 in	 view	 of	 new	manners	 of	 teaching.	The	 old	model	 has	 been	 subjected	 to	
alterations	 depending	first	 and	 foremost,	 on	 the	 following	 factors:	 type	 of	 university	 and	
study	discipline,	methods	of	working	with	students	devised	and	proved	by	a	given	university	








The	 best	 solutions	 for	 the	 comfort	 of	 use,	 visual	 information,	 ease	 of	 understanding	 the	
spatial	layout	and	moving	around	the	building	are	proposed.
6. Conclusions
Dynamic	 advancement	 of	 Information	 Technologies	 has	 an	 impact	 on	 education	 and	
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